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the pages intended for "Beatrice and Jessie." In the
party was Mr. L. C. Page, and a young lady who was also
a listener on that summer day later became his wife.
When on their wedding trip they dined with Mr. and Mrs.
Mansfield, the fairy story was mentioned, and Mr. Page,
who had become a member of the publishing firm of L. C.
Page & Co., asked to be allowed to publish it. The idea
had not occurred to Mansfield before and he was inclined
to laugh at the suggestion as a joke. Mr. Page was in
earnest, however, and pleaded so eloquently that he con-
sented, saying: "You may publish the book and we will
call it a wedding present; but it's the most utter rot, the
merest drivel."

"Blown Away" takes its title from the first adventure of
Beatrice and Jessie. They start out to find a prince who
is held captive by a boarding-house fairy, encounter a
storm and are blown away, hither and thither, encounter-
ing the most surprising adventures, seeing the strangest
sights, and meeting the queerest people. A child would
listen to it wide-eyed and a mature understanding chuckles
over the half-veiled satire on manners, fashions, and
politics; on anything, in fact, from Noah to Victoria,
Mother Goose to the Poet Laureate.

The preface is vividly indicative of the pretty mockeries
of the book:

Should any person labour under the impression that
any beast or thing described in this book is intended for
a caricature of him, he is in error. This book contains
no sarcasm, satire, or cynicism. It was written as a
purely childish and innocent pastime. It hides no sting.
It was never intended for publication. There exists no
adequate reason why it should have been published. It
relates no story. If the author harboured any design, ite reason. aisle.
